JAN-05-2005 WED 09:41 AM IDEM OLQ FAX NQ. 317 234 0428 P. 19/23

o, Y 4 ar—

( SITC NAWE A IATCN D L»(n_;&("

| SITE 10 LALD SOt 7
‘ - .

ORDS CENTER REGION 5

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

April 5, 1977

10: Hon, Oris R. Bowen, M. D,
- Governor, State af Indiana

FROM: Willdipm T. Poymter, M. D,.
State Heslth Commlssioner

SUBJECT: Regponse to Mrs. Patricis Rumsfel: 5 letter
of YMarch 1, 1977

The staff of the Solié Waate Yanagement Section has exnendad
eccnsideruble time and eftort ipvestigating the complainte and saxpling
surface and groundwater in the area of the Himeo Mlsposal site. UWe
Lelieve that the best response ve csn make is to cite a brief history of -

the situstion.

i, The open dump was initially identifdfed om August 24, 1071,
Genersgl refuse and pharfmaceutical westes (aspirin, EFaltine)
ware cdeposited in & swanpy ared northwaet of the intersection
of County Reed 10 and the Kappanee bypess, '

< Several inspections were conducted in 1971 through 1974 to
bring the site inte compliance witli current standards,

. Cm April 18, 1974, & revresentative took water szaples of
sur{ace water ag well =s five of six residencial wells zijscent
te the laudfill, The welle are ssid to be shallovw driven
wells ranging from 62 feet to 22 feet in depth. No reference
wey made of the sanitary constructien of these wells prior to
sampling. ’

&, On April 26, 1974, we recelved Jetters from ¥ra. Rumgfelt and
three other individuals concerning odorous, cloudy water in
their private wells. This wae eenfirmed to bs true. .

5, Before the water sample testinp wes completed, our office
recormended thart Mr. Charles Mimes, the ocwmer ent oper=ior of
the disposzl sire, provide séditionel wells fur tiue &lx affected

residents.

6. Water pample results from the April 18, 1874, eanpling shew
the e%sllew wells to be high 1n cliemical oxygen éemand and
pahganese, Surface water was shown to be grossly contaminatec,
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. Due to the nmar reclorical characteristics, on July 2,

sRuple repults from the six shellowv wells of the above Individ
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fm MNovexber 14, 1874, three additiongl wells vere sgonled
which were located within one-guarter mile {7om the site,
They were found to be high in mancanese (,60 ppm) contenr.

fi:hin a two-veck period between May 2, 1974, and “ay 14,
1974, Mr. Rines had wells drilled for :he six residents
acdfacent to the landfill:

8., VWarrer Wisetan - R.R. #6, Box 379, C.R. #10
t.- Ansel R, Elwell -~ R,R. %6, nhox 378, C.R. f10
¢. Rebert B, Whitmer - R.R, #6, Tox 380, C.R. 10
d. llerman Rumsfelt - R.R, %6, Eox 377, C.P. f10
e. Xoble L, Bowers -~ R.R. #6, Box 382, C.R. 110
£, Jemes K. Kolenoski - R.R. J6, Box 3Bl, C.R. 10

These wells were 8117152 feet deen or batter throuph a clay
bar:rier which should iscolate the n w aquifef., JTwo of these
wells equzlied or slightly exceeded the recormended public -
hezlth service drimking water standard for iron (0.3 ppz and

N.7 ppm).
1974,

™~

our office recuested that tie gite ccese operstion by Tecewh
1974, This wvas later extenced fc Mareh 1, 1878, aférich rimn
only inert meteriels and calTinm gulfsce would be depesited,

¢ 31,

Om February 1B, 1975, & concenr spieoment wop signed by Mr. Charles

Iimes, and adopted by the Stresm Fellution Céncrel Leard. By
September 25, 1975, & new landfill was to have veen establishel

and the 0ld one closed,

Water samples of the deep wells were acain taken ou “ay 16
1975, and all six samples were satisfactory.

Dur Nearing Cemmiss<ioner advised us that the Consent Order
could be vertallv exterded until Decemner 1, 1973. YMr. Iizes
wps notifled of rhiz deciFion, The operation was allowed to
cuntinue until September 27, 1976, pending zoninr tpzesl and
new site preparations,

On October 25, 1276, we received 2 copy of private well vater
Only Warrem Vipezan's nes deep well vas sampled, The-Tesults
vere satisfactory as in the previous testing.

An inspection on September 17, 1976, revealied that refusc 4s
ne lenpar depeosited at this eite. Finel cover (tve feer),
greding, and seeding, had not been completed,

vals,




JAN-05-2005 WED 09:42 AM IDEM OLQ

-

’

HEAN

-

-3-

N L]
Y
\

Snpr=ary

Ve agiee with Mre, Rumsfelt in that the shallow vell vater 1o
objectioneble te drink. This opinion is hesed primarily umon the off
celar and the odor of the well water. Chemical samples indicate 2 high
COD &nd manganese content. As B result, Nimeo, Inc., previded deep
wella for these individuvals which nen supply safe water to their hooes.
. sampie of one deep well was supplied tc us on NDrtober 21, 1978, which
inéicates that the water is etill satisfactory. The Runsfelrs, the
\idagmang, the Kolanoskis are nov suing Himeo, Ine,, and ecveral wther
individuals to recover previous famapes. Their requests fer water
saxples may be for use as court evidenca im proving thelr. ellegations of
leachote contamination. '

The City of Elkhart has requested that the U.S. Geological
Survey candurt an esxtensive ground waler sampling program 8t two locations
within the county, They are concernad whether the Himco Dispesal and an
tndustrial dispesal mite dn thie casrern area of the county are causing
proundwoter contarmination and, if go, how will they affect the municipal
vell, The U.5, Gevlugical Survey is scheduled to undertake this projec:

in the gpring.
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